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The efforts of kshatriyas to vindicate their self-respect trader
all circumstances need no new introduction here* They are known
to have   sacrificed their 'Jives   even for the   protection of things
temporal; the   more they   would do so, for   things religious and
spiritual Again, in  those times,   even an  ordinary  man, not to
talk of these kshatriya warriors^ considered all worldly things to
be of less value than religious or spiritual things, and was ready
to sacrifice anything, even his   life for the   sake   of his  religion*
Hence Ksernraj must have felt the insult very deeply,  when the
emperor of itfagadh, Nanda the first,   invaded Kaling   and took
away by force   that   gold image;   he must   have   made   several
efforts in vain   to regain   the  idol   from Nand,   who   was   very
powerful But he had no   alternative but to   swallow the  insult^
as he was only a small kiog? (we know that he was the  reviver
of Chedi dynasty). The insult was too deep  to be   forgotten by
Ms  descendants;   and   his   grandson,   emperor   Khirvel, as  we
read in the Hathlgumfa inscription,  not only recovered the   idol
from Brhaspatimitra, the successor of  Nand,  but made  him lie
down prostrate before that same idol (a very great insult for an
emperor like him*) Then he re-established the idol in his capital.

Perhaps some of my readers will think it foolish on the part
of these great emperors to shed blood  of innumerable          and

beasts for a trifling06 and life-less67 thing like an idol* But the
readers must realise that these kshatriya kings were great
worshippers of such idols. Again the idol itself, even to-day? is
so majestic and awe-inspiring6 8* that whoever sees it even to-day
will feel, that those emperors were justified in shedding^ so much
blood for it. (We shall have to discus, this matter in detail in
the account of Emperor Kharvel)*

(66)  Trifling, because kings ate generally found to be fighting for territories
not for idols.

(67)  Certainly there is no teal life in to idol* its devotees invest it with
ft so?t of divine life because they are inspired to do so*

(6S) This klol must have been of a very ancient origin;, KaJrkaJ]4u might
have established it in his capital because of this*